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Four decades ago, Bel-
leville Cub Scout Pack 350 
buried a time capsule un-
der Fewsmith Presbyterian 
Church on the Little Street 
side.

Some years later, as the 
church was preparing to 
pour concrete for a disa-
bled-access ramp leading 
to an entrance, a church 
congregant realized the vac-
uum-sealed, 18-inch-by-6-
inch aluminum tube would 
be encased once the cement 
took hold.

At that point, longtime 
church elder Joseph Po-
spisil recalled, hope of 
retrieving that piece of 
church history was reluc-
tantly jettisoned.

That loss notwithstand-
ing, the Fewsmith flock 
have not given up on their 
venerable edifice which 
has now survived into its 
95th year — a milestone 
the faithful celebrated Nov. 
4 with a dinner at the San 
Carlo in Lyndhurst.

And the Belleville govern-
ing body recently issued a 
proclamation, congratulat-
ing the congregation on that 
achievement.

Plans for the church were 
launched in December 1924 
when 250 charter members 
signed on to build a new 
house of worship at Union 
Avenue and Little Street as 
a memorial to the beloved 
Rev. Joseph Fewsmith, who 
served as pastor of 2nd Pres-
byterian Church of Newark 
from 1851 to 1888.

Born in Philadelphia in 
1816, Fewsmith was the 
son of a flower merchant. 
He graduated from Yale in 
1846 and became a professor 
of homiletics and pastoral 
theology. He was ordained 
after attending Auburn 
Theological Seminary in 
New York.

Members of 2nd Presby-
terian had previously built 
a new church in Newark 
named for Fewsmith in 
1889, but after the size of the 
congregation had dwindled, 
that property was deeded 
over to Pilgrim Baptist, an 
African-American congre-
gation. 

The land for the new 
Fewsmith Church, at Union 
Avenue and Little Street, 
was secured through the 
intercession of 2nd Presby-
terian, with construction 
financing tied to a mortgage 
on the old church, arranged 
by the trustees of the old 
church and the Newark 
Presbytery.

As construction pro-
ceeded in 1925 at the new 
church’s current site at 
Union Avenue and Little 
Street, congregants con-
ducted worship services at 
the Masonic Temple on Jo-
ralemon Street. 

The new building, which 
opened in February 1926, 
contains two stained-glass 
windows in the rear of the 
sanctuary dedicated to the 
late Fewsmith. It also is 
the beneficiary of an organ 
used previously at 2nd Pres-
byterian, which shut its 
doors in 1995. 

The Rev. O. Bell Close be-
came the first official pastor 
of the new church.

Over the years, the 
church has seen 10 pas-
tors, with Kirk Woodward, 
a member of the Collabora-
tive Ministry Team, desig-
nated by the Presbytery as 
pastoral leader in February 
2018. Woodward earned a 
certificate in pastoral lead-
ership at the University of 
Dubuque.

Highlights of the church’s 
progress include full pay-
ment of the mortgage on its 
25th anniversary in 1949, 
completion of an addition 
for use as a church school 

KEARNY

PARKING 
FOR RENT

NUTLEY

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LYNDHURST

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

N.ARLINGTON

SHOP TO SHARE

N. ARLINGTON 
1 room office 

$550.00
 plus utilities, nice

 Building with parking, 
Available now :

 201-509-6965 
32W03 

KEARNY
OFFICE SPACE

on Kearny Ave. 1 1/2 
months security. 

900 sq.ft. 
Proximity to PATH

 call 
201-889-3118   

32W03 

ROOM
FOR RENT 

To place an 

ad call:

201-

991-1600

classified

@theobserver.

com

Deadline 3PM 

Mondays 

If you miss it 

we can place 

online! 

N. NEWARK

LIQUOR
LICENSE FOR SALE

KEARNY
 Liquor License 

for sale. 
For use in bar or 

restaurant  Please call for 
more details 

Se habla español
 (201) 719-0714 

 32W03

AUTOS 
WANTED

CASH PAID
 for any junk car, 

truck and 
motorcycles. 

Pick up 7 Days. 
Call/text Dave 
973-885-6119 

32W03

HARRISON
Hall Available 
Family Affairs 

Mid week special. 
Call for info 

(201) 991-9865  
Max 80 people

26W09

HALL FOR RENT

 

Call Mary Ann

201-805-9023
            32W06

ROOFING &
 SIDING

New + Re-roofing
• Flat roofing

• Siding • Gutters
Free estimates 
Fully insured

(973) 343-1167
(201) 528-8350

erickconstructionnj.com
   Lic#13VH04302300  04W54

Residential + 
Commercial 
Roof Coating 
specialties, 

Flat Roof, Silver coat. 
Call for 

Pre- Winter Specials
Big or Small; 
We do it all 

201-991-1880 
31W06

NORTH ARLINGTON 2 
Bedrooms. $1700/mth 
plus 1 month Security.  
All Hardwood Floors. 2nd 
Floor of a 2 Family Home. 
Laundry Hook-Up Avail. 
Large Eat In Kitchen. 
Large Living Room. No 
Pets. 2 Blocks from Ridge 
Rd. Jefferson Elementary 
School 1 Block Away. Call 
Carlos for more info 201-
724-0385 32W03

HARRISON  Beautiful 2 
BR @ 125 Sussex St., Har-
rison, NJ. LR, DR, Kitch, 
Full bath. 2nd Floor. 10 
min Walk to PATH, Major 
highways & Stores. No 
Pets. 1 month Security. 
Call (917)992-2293 or 
(973)485-6746 32W03

NUTLEY  Beautiful apart-
ment 2nd floor. 2 BR, 
Kitchen, LR, Bathroom 
renovated. Close to NY 
transportation. No pets, 
no smoking, Move in con-
ditions. $ 1,500 month. 
(732) 979 8835 or (201) 
218 9709. 32w03 

KEARNY Share Bath & 
Kitchen. Quite area. Ac-
cess to Transp, $600 + 
1 month security. Refer-
ences must be supplied. 
Call for more details 
Carmine 516-514- 5738 
32W03  

Parking for  Vans  
14ft  - 25ft. 

trucks, and 2 Of-
fices available.Call 
(201) 997-1500. 

32W04

KEARNY Newly renovat-
ed furnished 1 bedroom 
apt. Arlington Section. 1 
month Security. No pets. 
$925/month + utilities. 
Available now. (201) 955-
0996 (201) 889-8536  
32W03

KEARNY 54 Wilson Ave 3 
bedrooms 1st floor. Fully 
renovated. W/D hook-
up. Parking Available.  
$1950/mth. No bro-
kers fees. Available Now 
(347)889-0752 33w03

KEARNY 1 bedroom. 
Roosevelt School Dis-
trict. Laundry facility in 
basement. No Pets. HT/
HW included. 1 1/2 
month security. Available 
Jan.1st. $1150/mth. Call 
(732)735-9055 33W03

Help wanted 
PT snow removal. 

14 years old, and +. 
Minimum hour pay. 
Call (201)997-7588 
evenings to register 
and for more info. 

33W03

KEARNY Room for rent, 
furnished, share kitchen 
and bathroom. No smok-
ing.  (female preferred) 
347 298 1164 / 201 491 
2826  33W03  

SHOP FOR LEASE 
Looking for someone to 
lease sheet metal shop 
for HVAC business - full 
machinery equipped in 

Kearny Call 
201-927-1134 

34W03 

HARRISON  3 bedroom 
apartment with a LARGE 
DEN could be used as 
an extra room or office. 
close to transportation 
and schools 1 1/2 se-
curity deposit utilities 
not included. Available 
January 1st call now. 201 
-328-5815 33W03

LYNDHURST 1 BR apt, 
off St. parking, close to 
transp. $1,395/month 
973-760-4877   33W03 

SERVICES
 NEEDED

KEARNY 2 Bedroom 
apartment. 1  month se-
curity plus utilities. No 
Pets. No Smoking. Please 
call after 3 pm. (973)420-
7645. 34W03 
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KEARNY Arlington Sec-
tion 1st floor,  Newly 
renovated new Kitchen 
and appliance’s. No pets. 
Walking distance to public 
transportation/shopping. 
$1400/mo & 1.5 Mo. Se-
curity.  Avail immediately.  
(973)941-7230 34W03  

N. NEWARK  Goverment 
SECTION 8 preferred, 1 
BR,1st fl.  2 BR and 3 BR. 
Near all Transportation 
and Buses. Completely 
renovated. Call 973-202-
8580.  34W03 

HARRISON Sussex St. 
close to second St. 2nd 
fl. 2 BR, Large Living 
room. walk to  PATH & 
NJIT. $1,650/month + 
utilities, No pets , Parking 
$50. 1 1/2 months secu-
rity. Avl. Jan 1st.  (973) 
687-7500 34W03 

KEARNY 1 BR apt. HT/
HW included  also Hard-
wood floors , $1,100/
month. 1 month security. 
No pets. For more Info 
Call 201-306-2994.  34W03 

KEARNY

• Concrete 
• Brick work • Steps 

• Stone Walls 
 • Tiles 

• Painting  
• Sheetrock 

• Drywall • Plastering  
ALL types of 

Masonry 
Free Estimates 
(973) 943-2254

 34W06

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

Belleville church 
celebrates 95th 

anniversary
By Ron Leir 
Special to The Observer

Continued on the next page
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HOME
IMPROVEMENT

EMPLOYMENT/
HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT/
HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT/
HELP WANTED

MOVING & 
DELIVERY

JR Trucking 
Moving and 

Delivery 
Service Inc. 

We can Save Time & 
Money 

Commercial &  
Residential 

Free Estimate. 
Ask for Will 

(973) 477-1848 27W12

PEST
CONTROL

PEST CONTROL 
Exterminating 
Fast Service

• Roaches  • Ants  
• Bed Bugs  • Fleas 

Call  
973-932-2092 
Licensed and 
Insured 30W06

CLEANING
SERVICES

REAL ESTATE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES! 
Mid-Realty, Inc. has been a successful, professional 

company who has served new jersey for over 50 
years. If you would like to know how to enjoy an 

independent, successful career in real estate or if 
you are an active agent looking for a change, call 

Mid-Realty, Inc. today for details 
and a confidential interview. 

(201) 991-5719 
or midrealty@gmail.com 31W09

GUTTERS

D.FITZGERALD 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS INSTALLED LLC 

Gutters Cleaned 
Yankee Gutters Repaired & 

Relined 
 Slate Roofs Repaired 

Flat Roofs Seale & Coated 
“SAVE PLENTY”

 Call Dennie 
1-800-479-3262 

 27W12 

LANDSCAPING 
& DESIGN

Courageous 
Plumbing HVAC LLC 

LIC .#11103   
 • Air Conditioning  
• Hot Air Furnaces 

• Central Air, 
Humidifier,

UV Light, Duct 
Cleaning,Visa & 

Master Card, 
Finances offer with 
up to 24 payments, 

no interest 
(201) 206-4845

HEATING &
COOLING

DO IT ALL 
Interior/Exterior new & 

repairs. All types of 
carpentry. 

Reasonable rates, quality 
work, reliable, experienced. 

13VH06620900 
(201) 991-3223

34W04

HANDYMAN
SERVICES

PAINTING &
DECORATING

Andreas Painting 
Professional House 

Painter 165. Interior & 
Exterior Painting 

*Plastering * Taping  
Free Estimates 

(201) 997-0706 30W06   

A-1 AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH REMOVAL
Attics, Basements, 
Yard Cleaning. We 
Haul or You Can 

Rent 10-15 Cubic 
Yard Containers. 

We Accept 
Visa/MasterCard 
(201) 998-1262  

33W06 

Esposito’s
Landscaping LLC 

•Clean-up 
•Lawn Maintenance 

•Top soil •Mulch 
•Spring Clean up  

Free Estimate 
(201) 438-3991 34W04

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

SUZY-Q 
CLEANING  

 I provide supplies. 
Good rates 

and great references. 
Call Susan at 

973-743-2039 
30W06

JOSEPH V. FERRIERO
Plumbing & Heating

Kitchen and bath 
remodeling. Carpentry. 

Hot Water Heaters. 
Fully Ins.  Lic# 165

(201)637-1775 33W06

Courageous Plumbing 
HVAC LLC LIC. 

# 11103 
 • Plumbing  • (town 

inspections), violations 
corrected, steam boilers 

and hot water boilers, 
oil to gas conversions, 
Sewer Drain Cleaning, 

excavations. Visa & MC, 
Finances up to 

24 payments, no interest 
(201) 206-4845

PLUMBING 
& HEATING

RICHARD’S HEATING
Hot furnace specialist, 

we fix what 
others replace. 

40 Years in Business.  
Call us 201-998-3913 

32W06

LACA CORP  
 Paint * Powerwash*

 and More
 •Interior • Exterior •Free 

Estimates•Fully Insured
973-759-8869   
973-930-5002 

33W06 

LOOKING FOR A SALES EXECUTIVE
TO JOIN OUR TEAM

Responsibilities include servicing existing ac-
counts, calling inactive accounts, generating new 
business and growing territories & building new 

leads. 
Other duties may be assigned as needed.

YOU: Experience in sales, managing accounts, 
creating new business. Reliable transportation a 

must, be able to work in a team and independent 
environment, be a self-starter, driven & energetic. 
Bilingual (English and Spanish) Large but gener-
ous commission with salary.  Background check. 
Send resumes with a cover letter of introduction 

to jobs@theobserver.com. 
No walk-ins or phone calls please

 FENIELLO
 CONTRACTING LLC. 

BASEMENT 
RENOVATIONS 

NO MORE WASTED 
SPACE. Baths, 

Kitchens, Decks 
Painting. 

All types of Home 
Improvement.

 Quality work. Fair 
prices Fully insured. 
Lic# 13vh03006100 

(201) 906-2422
 32W06

D. Ascensao 
Home 

Improvements
Residential 

Commercial
Complete Home 

Improvement 
Services

Pre + Post Real 
Estate Repairs 

One call does it all
 201-991-0108

Requested+
 Insured. 31W06 

FULL TIME POSITION 
AVAILABLE 

in a fast-pace office. 
Ability to multitask, 

answer phone, handle 
inbound and outbound 

phone sales,
 in-person customer 

service, with 
computer skills a must. 

Must be able to work 
with 

Microsoft Word & Excel 
programs. 

Bilingual  (English and 
Spanish)

 Send resume to 
jobs@theobserver.

com. 
No phone calls or 
walk ins please.

$$ Now Hiring $$ 
Sales Property 

Inspectors FT/PT in 
your area. Free 

Training provided. 
msangelabove@

comcast.net 
(732) 766-4425 
ask for Mel. 29W06  

Yards, Garages, Basements, 
Attics, Real Estate, 
Rubbish Removal
(201) 726-0287

                Lic13VH04443200      32W04

ANDRIELLO  
CLEANOUTS

MEDICAL ASSISTANT/RECEPIONIST 
Gastroenterology practice with multiple offices 

in NJ seeks Full Time candidate to join our 
medical office in Essex County and Hudson 

County. Seeking a responsible individual who 
is reliable, detail oriented, and someone who 

multi-tasks in a fast paced professional medical 
office. Must also have a good people skills to 
deal with patients, referral sources and insur-
ance companies on the phone and internet. 
Previous medical experience and computer 
skills.  Bilingual (English and Spanish) a must. 
Excellent pay and 401K provided. Salary com-
mensurable to professional experience and/or 
education. Please email resume to: bguerrero@
essex-gastro.com or fax to: 973-759-7243  32W03 

PT & FT 
Dishwasher needed. 

Please apply in 
person at Don Pepe 

Restaurant 
844 McCarter HWY 
Newark, NJ 07105 

32W03 

Part time 
position in 

local school
General worker 

needed  from 10 
AM to 1 PM as a 
driver. Must get 

fingerprinted call 
(201)991-6800 
ext. 2040  33W03  

C L A S S I F I E D S classified@theobserver.com
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ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

25 years experience 
Twin Electric Quality 

Work. Good affordable 
prices. Senior 

discounts. Fully 
Insured. Bonded. 

Lic. #16158
 (973) 715-4150 

(201) 562-5985 32w06

in 1960 (for which that mortgage was paid off by 
1971) and the appointment of its first female pastor, 
the Rev. Heather Finck, in 1996.

By the mid-1950s, church membership peaked 
with close to 800 congregants plus a Sunday School 
that enrolled as many as 175 children and a Scout 
unit estimated to be the largest in the township, Po-
spisil reckoned. 

Since then, as is the case with many religious in-
stitutions, the church has aged and has found it dif-
ficult to fill the gap of members lost or fallen away. 
Current membership, comprising residents from 
Belleville and surrounding towns, is listed at 54.

But Pospisil, who lives in Nutley; Belleville’s San-

dra Constantino, an elder whose membership dates 
from 1986; and Lila Gutches, of Clifton, an elder 
and moderator of deacons who joined the church 
in 1972, and Woodward point out that Fewsmith 
has served — and today continues to serve —the 
diverse needs of the community.

For the past three decades, for example, the 
church has hosted gatherings of the nonprofit Nar-
cotics Anonymous; in years past, it provided space 
for Alcoholics Anonymous and the AARP. It still 
has Scouting programs for youngsters of all back-
grounds and it opens its doors for public voting, 
serving as the polling place for three local election 
districts. 

And on the religious front, the church is finish-
ing the first year of its Twelve Months of Giving, 
dedicating each month to fundraising projects for 

various causes, including AIDS children, emer-
gency food pantries, winter clothing for the needy, 
SMILE Train charity for children with cleft pal-
ates, disaster relief, animal aid, etc.

“We are one great home of sharing,” Woodward 
said.

Then there are the Lenten breakfasts with guest 
speakers, Advent lunch, the Blessing of the Ani-
mals in June, prayer group, Bible Study, book club 
and Sunday choir accompanied by organist Paul 
Viscardo.

Woodward is optimistic about Fewsmith’s fu-
ture. 

“I like to say God gives you who you need at this 
time as we spread God’s word and helping people is 
part of that mission.”
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